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The Motives and Reaſdas for ſo dulng, ; dal 
a ſhort Account of the ſeveral Acts of L V 
NAC, proved upon Mr. Edmonds, 
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Wich ſome Remarks wy 


n the Nature of Commiſſions of Lunacy, 
Iſſuing out of the High Court of Cuancery 
and of the Common Law Writ. e 


De Lunaticd Inquirendo 1 5 


Of uſe in the Preſent ge, eſpecially to all 


fach who not being Lunaticks, may be ne 
Related to them. _ 1 
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London, Printed by George Croom, at the Blew | 
Ball over againſt Bridewell-bridge, 1711. 
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DICATIO 


Sir Cleave More, Bart. « 
: NO trouble the World with the Hiſto- 


rics of private Families, or Apologies 
of particular Perſons in their own Af- 
5M fairs, is an aſſuming Vanity in the 
Author, a uſeleſs Conſumption of the Primers 

Paper, and the Readers Time. | 


But ſince ſo many Perſons, have pleaſed Offici- 
ouſly to concern themſelves in my particular Cauſe, 
and in the very Courts of Juſtice to appear in 

awful Numbers (as they fancied ) againſt me, 

and afterwards to ſhew themſelves in Scurrilous 
Invectives and Pamphlets, My Cauſe became no 
longer 2 private Cauſe, and my Defence ought 
to be as Publick as the Provocation. 
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Trisa Hardſhip that a Gentleman in his neceſſa- 
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leſſer Evil, hath always ſomething of Good, and 
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ry Vindication, muſt. ſubmit not to diſown ſome 


Pact, which are of ſuch a Nature, that (of al! 


„ . cares to own : But the 


muſt of the two be followed; and therefore to 

do Right to my ſelf, and Juſtice ro my Poſterity, 

and preſerve to my only Son, the Eſtates to which 

he is Born, and to retrieve them from the Artifi- 
cers, Violences and Plunders, of thoſe Infamous 


3 Perſons who have a long time incloſed the Perſon 


of Mr. Edmonds. I have taken this Method to 
give the World a true State of His and My Caſe, 
in this my Apology. and let them know the Groawnds . 
and Reaſons for my Proſecution, of the late Com- 
miſſion of Lunacy againſt Him. © 


But what finally determined me to this Method 
was, that there was no Other, to let the World 
into the Hiſtory of the late Proceedings in that 
Commiſſion : (for Commiſſions of this kind be- | 
ing of a private Nature, and thought Diſcretio- 

nary-inthe Lord Chancellor and the Proceedings 
not Judicial butSummary ; there was noOpportu- 
nity by Writs of Error orAppeal to any other Ju- 
dicature, to Enquire into the Juſtice, or Reaſon- 
ableneſs of any of thoſe Proceedings. 


It is well known that my Family, Title and 
Eſtate, in the County of Lancaſhire! are antient; 
and though my Eſtate had the Fate (of many 
better to be greatly reduced, yet in the Year, One 
Thouſand Six Hundred and Ninety One, it was 
not leſs worth chan Thirty Thouſand Pounds a- 
bove Incumbrances, as it ſtill is, in ſpight ef all 
Calumny.: Surely then it could be no Inſolence 
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7 % „ / . ES 
in me, to pretend Courtſhip to the Daughter Hk 
” Whatever my Enemies now give out, Mr. Ed. "Wn 3 
mond never thought it ſo, my Addreſſes to his 
Daughter were received by him, with all Com- 
placency and Encouragement: But finding it 
more ſuitable to the Temper of Mr, Edmonds, that 
his Daughter fhould have her Portion in Expec-.. 
tancy than in Poſſeſſion; his Daughter and I, after 
a long Courtſhip agreed the Matter among our 
| 6 ſelves, and I married her, without a Farthing, 
\ relying on the Title of an only Child, and Heir 
to an agedFather, which in due Time might turn 
to a much better Account than a few Thouſand 
Pounds of ready Money. „ 


Not doubting to gain his Approbation, of 
what we had done, by the honourable Uſage 1 
was determined to give her, and have ever ſince 
given Her, I having at my own Charge main- 
tained Her many Years, with Coaches, Equi- 
pages, &c, and all Things ſuitable to our Qua- 


| Accordingly it ſucceeded, and ſoon after the 
Marriage, Mr. Edmonds not only received us both 
with a Fatherly Tenderneſs, I may ſay Reſpect, 

but after a generous Reception of us at his own' 

_ Houſe, at Cumberlow-Green, he was pleaſed to 
accompany his Daughter to my Houſe, in Lan- 
caſbire, where he was entertained with all dutiful 
Reſpect from me, and with the Complements of 

many Thouſands of the neighbouring Country, 
and after a Stay of ſerene Months, returned 
Home; with Expreſſions of a thorough Satisfac- 
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4 ki xy as his Son in Law, and many 
| ons of the great Kindneſſes he intended to do for 
me, (vix.) To pay off the Mortgage on my. i 
Ss at Benk-Hall, where he was . 
Jo well pleaſed, has he was reſolved to live 8 3 
Us himſelf, in Order to which he ſent hay ah 2 Ry 
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' continued between oe ey Ta 


Thing from him even after his Dea th, Th 


Ed Deportment and B 


Fro that. T; "Tb Wo nd reciproc 
) Yo wich . 8 


ated Demonſtrations of his Friendſhi 
publick Beck: 


A 


Eſtate, and ſettle 


Goods to my Houſe. 


I had not been . particu ar, 1 to re 
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the Malice of my Enemies, who. bave pub lickly.. ; 3 


- aflerted that Mr. Edmonds had never 8 e 


ciled to me, ſince my Marriage of his e BIEY 


and therefore having no Hopes of! receiring any 
eee 


this Mecbod, to ger his Eftate i in his Life- Time, 


de. 


"But wow to what concern; the Comm 1 


a Edmonds having above Twelve Year es” . 
en ſu 
came Roby for a conſiderable Time deprived of 
the Uſe of his Senſes and Memory, and though 
after ſeveral Months, He in ſome Meaſure fe- 
covered them, yer "he hath been ever ſince 
Subject to frequent elapſes, and . Diſorder 
of Mind with Loſs of Memory an Underſtand- * 
ing, as hath been e in his almoſt — 

aviour, ſome Days appear-. 


ing as ſtupid, moped and ſpeechleſs, at other. / 


Times expoſing 


- ridiculous P 
cable by any Man of the leaſt Thought of. 


rprized with an Apoplectick Fit, he be- 


himſelf by Childiſh, antick and 


ges, unbecoming of, or impracti- 
Pre —— 1 
E. ſence of Mind, ſomerimes e his! Diſp air. 
| 1 


/ 


'l 5 D Greenbill, and ſeveral others of the ſame Fa- 


ty of Underſtanding ſo to do, and for the better 
| Accom pliſhing thoſe, their baſe Deſigns, they in- 
j _ cloſed him to themſelves, by refuſing me and all 
Other Perſons, (not of their own Confederacy) ta 
* 8 apy Acceſs to his Perſon, or any Communi. 
EX 44 5 cation 15 


| Mr he f 
4 Hoe woutd be pa” c l 
| tranſporting himſelf into Rage and Frentick Pal 
ſions, with execrable Oaths, Imprecations and 


e oy 


_ vocation, and often 7 and 1 5 
to make himſelf away : Some few of many, 0 , . 
which Delrous and Lunaticł nnn Aol are Hervin 5 
8 ſet forth. | 


f Of this Diaſterous Condition of Mc l 
5 3 of his Wife's Relations of mean Circum- 
© Rtances and Indifferent Characters, vix. Mrs, Eli. 


mily, have for many Years made great Advan- 
ages, by Living upon him in his Houſe, under 
pretence of the care of his Perſon, and Manages 
ing the Rents and Revenues of a plentiful Eſtate, 
430 Pillageing his Eſtate by committing extrava- 
gant Walt, in Cutting and Selling great ( po 
ties of T imber without his notice, and di 1 
great Sums of Money as themſelves pleaſe 
not only ſo, but (What is of the utmoſt Conſe: 
quence in private Families) have found means to 
make him Execute gonveyances of conſiderable. 
Parts, (if not of all) his real Eſtate unto themſelves 
or their Confidents; and likewiſe to Sign and 
| Publiſh what Writings they thought fit, as his laſt 
i Wil and Teſtament, when he was in no Capaci- 
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cation by Letters with him, thereby to prevent 
danny Diſcovery of his Incompetency: And have 
like wiſe been ſhamefully Inſtrumental, in cauſing 
and Improving the Unhappy Miſunderſtandings 
with my Wife ; 26d Irritaring Mr. Edwondon all 
occafions againſt me; with deſign to Divert the 
Succeſſion of his Inheritance from his only Grand- 
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Under this Melancholly Poſture of my Family 
Affairs, I imparted the Truth of the above men- 
tioned Facts, to ſeveral Perſons of great Quality, 
whom I had the Honour to be known to, I alſo 
did the like to ſeveral Gentlemen of the Law, 

eminent in their Profeſſions, -TI - conſulted alfo: - 
with ſeveral other near Relations of Mr Edmonds, 
to whom the above mentioned Facts were well 
known, who all encouraged and adviſed me, to 
prevent future, and remedy paſt Miſchiets to my 
Family, from ſuch Notorious Practices, to endea- 
; your ro obtain a Commiſion of Lunaey, ther eby. 
to preſerve both the Perſon of Mr, Edmonds, and 
his Eſtate, from being a Prey to thoſe who ſalong 
had the Cuſtody and Deſ pos ick Power of Both, 


without any Commiſſion at all. 2 


Upon theſe Encouragements, and the natural 

. Tendency to Self-Prefervation, and above all, 
having the ſupport of manifeſt Right and Law. 
Charles Stafford Eſq; a very near Relation of Mr. 
Edmonds, did by Petition apply to the Learned 
late Lord Chancellour, wherein was ſet forth 
Tome of the Facts above mentioned, with partt- 
cular and poſitive Affidavits making the ſame out, 
praying relief in thoſe Cafes uſual, © 
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Hiss Lordſhip baving heard, the Petition, at 
the Affidavits Annext, Read, and though fu 
tisfied of the Truth of the Facts, yet for further, 
Confirmation of the ſame, and 70 infor mandami Con- 
ſcientiam Curie, was pleaſed to Iſſue forth a Com 

miſſion under the Great Seal of England, bearing 

Date the Fifteenth Day of M A T laſt paſt, Dinssn 

rected to the Sherriff of Middleſex, to inquire of \" 56 

the Sanity of the ſaid Mr. Edmonds, and the Sher- 12 
riff having in Obedience to the ſaid Commiſſion, N 
Summoned a Jury to enquire of Marrers diredt-; 
ed and in Iſſue before them, they having Exami-. 

ned upon Oath many Witneſſes, who fully made 
cout the Suggeſtions. of the Petition, the Jury 
were ſo fully ſatisfied, That they refuſed (as Su- 
perfluous) to hear any other Witneſſes, who 
were ready to make out many other Acts of Lus 
nacy more than what had been given in Evidence, 
and thereupon, they gave their Verdict, that tage 
ſaid Mr. Edmondi was Luzatick, and fo had been 
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for the ſpace of Fifteen Yeats paſt. 


U bon Return of which Inquiſition. and Ver- 
dict, his Lordſhip Had no longer any doubt of Mt . 
Edmonds's Lunacy, and was fully ſatisfied, that it 
was not fitting he ſhould be Intruſted with che {6 
Management of his Eſtate, and that his Perſon, 
ought to be put underGuardianſhip. And thereup- 
on Recommended and Ordered Sir Cbarles Cox, to 
take the Cuſtody of his Perſon, and Committed the 
Cuſtody and Care of his Eſtate to my ſelf; his 
Son in Law, who in Right of my Wife and 
Son, am next Related to the ſame. 
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on to him) in Juſtice do otherwiſe than treat 

Nr. Edmonds 2s a Lunatich, nor could he in Ho- 
nour treat him more like a Gentleman, than by 

a Recommendation of the Care of his Perſon to a2 

Gentleman, whoſe Character ſecured Mr. Edmonds + 

a friendly and reſpe&ful Uſage, and which he ac- 

cordingly found, much beyond what other Lu- 
nat icłks generally meet with from their Guardi- 
ans. 5 „ N ä 


Should the Commiſſions of Lanacy, which have 

aſſed the Great Seal within theſe Thirty Years 
falt paſt, be inſpected; I defie any Perſon to ſhow | 
whether one Half of them are to be juſtified, or 
ſupported with ſuch Demonſtrations of Lunacy, 
and fuch Multitude of Proofs fully making out 


me lame.” . + > 


4 


4 


It was therefore ſurpriſing to fee ſo many 
Gentlemen (unconcern'd in Relation or Intereſt, ” 
ſave a Party Intereſt) and to whom all the 
Facts were very well known, ſo very diligent. in 
their Attendance in Court, and afterwards .ſo 
cenſorious on the Juſtice and Honour of his Lord- 

- ſhip, in Iſſuing out the ſaid Commiſſion which 
(with Regard to the Common Right, the Great 
Seal owes the Subject) could not have been de- 
nyed, without a much ſeverer Cenſure from all 
the Learned in the Law, which ought to be re- 
garded beyond the illiterate Cenſures of a few 

1 Country Gentlemen, nay, thoſe Gentlemen have 
=... not been yet attoned, nor their Flagrancy allay- 

„ ed by the late Suſpenſion, his Lordſhip (in a Sort 

of Complacency co their Neighbourly Expectati- 

on) hath thought fit tor the Preſent to put to the 
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| faid Commiſſion ) which I ſhall take Occaſion to 
ſpeak more of in it's proper Place. 
It is not directly my Buſineſson this Occaſion 
to enquire into the Nature of thoſe Commiſſions 
of Lunscy, which of late Years, and ſome Ages 
paſt the Court of Chancery hath thoughe fic to 
Tue, as if they were Acts ex Gratia, and not ex 
Debito, to the Subject. and as if Diſcretionary in 
the Crown, and not de Fare, to the next Relati- 
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Il cannot but obſerve that thoſe Commiſſions 
are all tiled Commiſſions in Nature of the Writ 
de Lunatico Inquirendo, which puts me into 
the Inquiry of the Nature of that Writ, before 
, -- : 2M 


I am informed that by the. = 
Stat. 17. E. 2. C. 10. Which is de Beverly's Caſe, © 
but declarative of the common © K.. 
Law, the Crown is to have the  Tourſon's Caſe, Ce. 
Cuſtody ofthe Lands of the Lu- Ns, Ke. 

natick, (and as to the Profits; e 
above Support of the Lunatick, and his Family, 
they are to be kept to the Uſe of them, or their 
Adminiſtrators ) and after Death, to render the 
Lands to the right Heirs, but the King is to have 
Nothing to his own Uſe, and Commiſſions, or 
Inquiſitions of Idiocy and Lunacy have Retro- 
ſpects to avoid all former Acts, Deeds, Cr. 
ough made long before the finding the Office, 

or Verdict upon the Inquiſition. | : 


By this it is plain, that the next of Kin are 
intituled to all the Eſtates of a Lunatic ( above 
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Support immediately after his Death, and to all 
| the Profits, from-the-Time of their Lanach found; 
and the Writ de Lunatico Inquirendo, is a common 
Law Proceſſe, to Hlue at the Proſecution of the 
next of Kin, in Order to have it aſcerteined by 
Verdict, whether the Parry be Lunatick or not, 
and at what Time, and if the Party be found 
Lunatick, the Right to rhe Eſtates become legal- 
ly fixt in the next of Kin, as Heirs, or Admini- 
rators: Tis true, ſuch Inquiſitionsor Verdicts, 
are as the Lawyers call it, Traverſable, that is to 
| fay, to be brought to a Trial by any other Jury, 
and fo may be reverſed. but not otherwiſe, - And 
the Commiſſions out of Chancery, are but in Aid 
of that Statute, and of that common Law Writ, +. 
and to Authorize from the Crown ſome proper. 
Guardian, or Committee, to collect and diſpoſe 
the real and perſonal Eſtates of the Lunatic up- 
on the Truſts aforefaid ; and ſuch Committee is 
but a Truſtee for the next of Kin, according to 
the Statute, Therefore ſuppoſing Mr. Edmonds 
to be a Lunatick, as found by the Verdict, or 
may yet be found by any other Verdict, at the Pro- 
ſecution of my Self, or any other Relation, and 
without the Aid of any Chancery Commiſſion, 
the Right to the Eſtates are become veſted in me, 
in my Wife and Son, and ſo were to ſome Pur- 
poſes from the firſt Acts of Eunacy, wherby he 
became diſabled to alien, or diſpoſe his Eſtates, 
unleſs ſuch Lunatick ſhould recover his Senſes, 
without Intervening Relapſes, and that found b 
another Verdict. SOLE OO !: LL STFC THE 
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If then the ſeveral Facts were ſuch, and the 
Law ſo, no. Man can ſay but that it was highly 
incumbent on me, to ſupport the Right of my 
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5 Wife and Son, in the Method of a Commiſſi- 1 
b on of Lanacy. No Man can blame my Endeay-—ꝝHV:ł́X-2 
| ours in Proſecuting. nor his Lordſhip Juſtice in 

Iſſuing. the ſaid Commiſſion upon ſo full Proofs 
El.. 


BY 
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I come now to the Second Part of my Caſe, 

(vir. ) What paſſed, and was done upon the late 
Hearing before his Lordſhip upon Inſpection of 
the Perſon of Mr. Edmonds in Court. 


It is not for me. to limit the Authority of the 
High-Court of Chancery in Matters of this Na- 
ture; ( eſpecially under ſuch a learned and judi- 
cious Management) but with the utmoſt Be 
ference to the Dignity of that Court; I hu my 
offer in ſupport of the Right of the Subject, as well 

as my own Property; that where a Verdict of 
Twelve Men, hath found a Man a Lunatick: 
there's no Diſcretionary Power leftin the Court, 

by Inſpection to defeat that Verdict, upon which 
Verdict the Title of the next Relation doth ac- 

crue: This gives ſuch an arbitrary Power to the 
Cbance lor, that though a judicious and honourable 

Judge will do no Harm, yet a partial One 

may deſtroy all the Property of the Subject that 

is founded upon the Laws of Lanacy; and of 
what vaſt Conſequence to the Subject that may 
be; the World may eaſily Judge. | 


If a Verdict be once had; and the Court not 
fully ſatisfied, it is in the Breaſt of the Court to 
direct, a more ſolemn Trial, by any other Jury, 
to have the Lunacy aſcerteined, but till ſuch 
Verdict Impeached it ſeems inconſiſtent to over- 


rule a Verdict by Inſpection, tho I diſpute not 
e e e but 
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but that the Court may ſuſpend their ow Com- 
miſſion, and determine the Power of the COM. 
may leave the Lunatict to ſhift for himſelf, if ke 
Court think him able and no Danger in it. But 
this can never remove, nor amend the Difability.. - 
and Incompetency of Acting, which ſuch a Ver- 
2 Retroſpect of many L ears. 


In the Caſe in Hand, a Verdict finds the Perſon 
Lamatick: ſuppoſe the judge upon his ownInſpection 
deelares him of ſane Mind; this may be thought 
well, tho' the Conſequences even in ſuch Caſe, 

are Diſmal. as I will hereafter, ſhew ; yer, fup- 

upon ſuch a Writ de Lunatico Inquirendo' (at 
the Proſecution of any near Relation, which is a 
Writ of Courſe to be denyed to no Subject) any 
of you Gentlemen; of Hertfordſhire, ſhould have 
the G O O D luck to have a JUST Verdict that 

vou are in your Senſes, and a Keeper of the Seal 
ſhould. contrary to ſuch. Verdict by his defi- 
nitive Sentence, (from which no Appeal lyes ) 
Pronounce you Lwnatick pray Gentlemen, muſt 
the Verdict or his Lordſhips Declaration prevail, 
(for tis plain one of them muſt) where then will 
be your Perſons, and Eſtates real and Perſonal, ! 
leave you to anſwer the Queſtion at your Leiſure? 
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I mention this to ſhew the dangerous Conſe- 
quence of breaking through the Barrier of our 
Engliſh Liberty; I mean, the Security of Juries, 
in all Matters of Fact, which is the proper Sub- 
ject of Juries. N 921063 38 
And further, ſuppoſe, the Inſpection of a Judge 


were 
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againſt one, ſuch natural Incomperency, gives 


che whole Eſtates of the Tdeots (L mean the pro- 
fits) to the Crown, a Nativitate of the Ideot % 
ad mortem, Pray Gentlemen, conſider alſo of the 
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Conſequences of this. But. 
By the many inſtances of Inſpection of Lune: ticks 
by the Court, which I admit of great Uſe, to In- 


fluence the Court in its direction, as to the rigid 


or indulgent Governing the Perſon of the Luna. 


tic) It is manifeſt, that ſuch Inſpection, and ask- 
ing a few Common plain Queſtions, and giving 


ſome Intelligible anſwers to them, can never 


anfwer the End propoſed, viz. Determine the 


Matter in Iſſue, viz. whether the Party be Luna. 


tick or not, or hath not ſo been for ſome time 


paſt, and how long he hath ſo been; all which 


are of Conſcquence to ſet aſide Deeds, Wills, &e. 


Executed during ſuch Incompetency, and how 


can the Obſervation of a Lunaticks Deportment, 
for an Hour or Two, anſwer thoſe Ends? 


All Lunaticks are in Natura rei, ſuppoſed to be 
ſometimes in their Senſes, and frequently are 
longer than the time of Inſpection in Court ge- 

nerally laſts: The Queſtion is not, whether a 
Perſon be ſometimes in his Senſes, but whether 


he be not ſometimes out of his Senſes ? In which 


Gloomy Hours, the Lunatick notwithſtanding his 


Lucid Intervals may do his Perſon, Eſtate and 
Family, all the Miſchiefs, &c. which it is the 


buſineſs of a Commiſſion, and the Care of a Court 
to Obviate, wiz. laying violent Hands on Him- 
felf, and Ruinin lis Eſtate, by committing 
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Wait, Executing Deeds, &c. he underſtands * | 
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Lucubration, more on the Subject of Lanaticki, an 


Age. 
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I muſt not deny but Mr. Edmonds had ſometimes 1 
his Eucid Intervals ; it was in a very bright One, 
when he mounted at the Head'of ſòme undead 5 
Freeholders with the Expence of ſeveral Hundred 
Pounds to influence a- certain Election: What wiſer 
Act could a refin'd Politician do, to make Friends a- 
gainſt an evil Day? Bur alas! the Gentleman up: 


on Reflection on what he had done, relapſes into 


a profound Melancholly, and Deſpair of having 


Bread to eat, In which Fit he attempted to la 


violent Hands on Himſelf. Its PAY Mr. Bicket- 
faff, before he died, had not left the World one 


Lucid Intervals ; of ſo great Uſe in this preſent 
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We ſay People are ſometimes frightned ont of 
their Senſes; I have alſo heard ſome Learned Phy- 
fians atlert, + that Perſons may be frightned into 
their Senſes: I believe a little of That, together 
with Sir Charles Cox's ſober: Regimen; © might ; 
reduce Mr, Edmonds to a Competency of. Mind, 
for an Hour or Two, and enable him to Affftver 


ſome Common, ſhorr Queſtions: Jet how does 
this Eſtabliſh, or prove a Sanity of Mind; and 


Capacity, to Negociate the more Rational Acts 
of Life, T:mean, to Govern Eſtates, make Set- 

tlements, Wills, Cc. eſpecially as to Times p ft; 
and what ſecurity is there, that ſuch Diſpoſition, 
ad Hebitum, will not again break ont into habi- 


tual Lunacy, and the more fatal Acts of 'Incom- 
petency, vis. Self-killing, and the like, & 
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It is well known that a certain Lady of Quali- 


ty gave Satisfaction to the Court upon her In- 


ſpection 
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ry witty Anſwers to all the Queſtions propoſed 
her, nay, was an Over-match to one of the 


moſt eminent Gentlement of the long Robe, who 
was of Councel againſt her, yet what was the 
Conſequence? tho the Court in a ſort of Com- 


plaiſance abſolved her from Confinement, yet 


| ſhe was ſoon ſent to herConfinementagain,where 
Iam told ſhe continues Lunarick to this Day, 


Let this ſerve, inſtead of many other Inſtances 


of the like Kind. 3 


But to obſerve a little more of what paſt upon 
the Inſpection. Mr. Edmonds, notwithſtanding 
the Coolneſs of Temper to which he was then re- 
duced, there was viſible in him a Confuſion of 
Thought Contradiction in his Anſwers, and an 
_ almoſt total Oblivion of many undeniable Facts, 
which were charged 2 him by Multitude of 
Affidavits (none of which were confronted by 
Counter Affidavits) the Trath of which there 


was no Room to doubt, nor could the Truth of 


the Facts be disbelieved ; however, his Lordſhip 
was pleaſed ro ſuperſede any further Execution 
of the Commiſſion, and diſcharged Sir Charles Cox 
from the further Cuſtody and Care of Mr. Ed- 
wonds's Perſon, with a publick Declaration in fa- 
your of Sir Charles Cox ; that as he was Intruſted 


with that Commiſſion without his own Seeking 


he had honourably diſcharged it, with great Ex- 
pence and Trouble to himſelf, and to the Satis- 


faction of the Court; and therefore the Court 
was pleaſed toorder, that he ſhould have his Coſts 


on that Occaſion, 
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X ſpection, that ſhe not only gave ſenſible,” but ve- th 
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impudently . publiſhed all the Town over, to 
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blacken his Character, and ſerve an Election Turn. 


Thus indeed the Court was pleaſed to diſ- 
_ charge the Guardianſhip,” or Cuſtody of the Per- 
ſon; bur nevertheleſs, with . ſuch pathetick and 
powerful Recommendations from his Lordſhip, 
as well to Mr. Ednionds as to thoſe: Relations (up- 

on whom he was prepared to throw himſelf) 
with Regard to his future Government; that his 
Liberty is rather notional than Real, and it is 
ſtill under the Power of the Court to reſume the 

Cuſtody, as there may be any new Occaſion. 


| Hitherto I have applyed my ſelf, only to the 
Commiſſion withRegard to the juſtifiableGrounds* 
for Proſecuting and Iſſuing the fame, which his 
Lordſhip could not in Juſtice refuſe to grant, in 
Order to preſerve the Family Rights, as Well 
with Retroſpect to what Acts had been paſt, as 
what may hereafter happen to be Executed by a 
Perſon ſo Iscapacitared ; and altho' his Lordſhip 
was pleaſed upon the Return of ſome Compre- 
henfion and Memory, which appeared in Mr. 
' Edmonds, during the ſhore Interval of his In- 
ſpection to indulge him the Liberty of his Perſon 
and Eſtate, in Manner as aforeſaid: Net, 
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He has been Lanatich, and by Verdict found a 
Luns:ick, and Incapacitated to have a&ted, or dif- 
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ON 


Mr. Edmonds by Aﬀedevits, and Teſti> 


mony of Witneſſes Ore term on Oath, be- 
ure u Nl. e 


HA for above Twelve Years paſt, he hath 
1 © obſerved Mr. Edmonds under frequent diſor- 
derly Behaviour, and acting like 
a Perſon deſtracted, and beſides 77904 by ſeveral 
his Senſes, uſeing without an ſes I ee 
Provocation dreadful Oaths, Curſes and Impre- 
cations ;' frequently in the fame Hour contra- 
dictinyg himſelf,” and forgettiag almoſt whatever 
he had done., or ſaid but few Hours before; 
which Incapacity hath ever ſince been Encreaſing 
on him to this Time.—That he hath threacned 
and attempted to kill himſelf, and done indiſ- 
creet Acts; which no Man in his Senſes could 
do: And particularly when he was to go down 
by the Hertford Stage-Coach (for which he had 


* 


he had roſe too late, he run about his Chamber 
| ſtark naked like a mad Man, exclaiming with 
dreadful Curſes, that he had Joſt Two Shillings, 
and wiſhed he had ſomething to cut his Throat, 
altho he was time enough, and went his intend- 
ed Journey in the ſaid Stage Coach. And from 
| the Time of his firſt Fits above Twelve Years. 
ſince, in Lancaſpire; he hath ſeldom had any In- 
ae, = TT. 


; 2 as n , . anrty | 
poſed fo aloug Time paſt, And ſo in it's pro- 
| le e hath 
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given Two Shillings Farneſt) and apprehending 
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tervals of an n undiſturbed "Mind, capable to ws,” 
or comprehend any Bpſineſfs which required U 
of Memory, ot Under ſtanding. 


-Fhar he 1 often” artempred to Feftroy 
himſelf at the Deponent's Houſe, - where 804 
Proved by ſeve- Cloath bein laid for Dinner, he- 
ral Witneſſes. on a ſudden fell into aPaſſion, and 
took up a Knife from the Table, which he put to 

his Throat, and had certainly cut it, if this De- 
ponant's Mother had not in a Moment come, and 

ſnatch'd'the Knife out of bis Hand: Another 
time he had choaked himſelf with his Neckcloth, 

if a Servant had not prevented him, by cutting 
the Neckcloth off his Neck; and when out of 
ſuch Fits he was uncapable of guiding himſelf i in 
any Affair, but was ſolely managed by Mrs. 

Elizabeth Greenbil, who having prevailed on bim 
to give her Twelve Hundred Pound; be fome 
time after fell a raving, and crying they would 
have all he had i in the World, from him. 


| That being at Dinner, the Deponent deſired 
him to take Care of his Sleeve, which had toucht 
a little Sauce; thereupon he 
| Proves by ſeveral fell into a Rage, with Curſing 
— e Swearing, and cut his Sleeve 
off ; with Imprecations, as if the greateſt Mis- 
fortune had befallen him, lays his Underſtand- 
ing and Memory hath daily impaired, fince his 
Fit of Sickneſs in his Journey to Lancaſhire, and 
hath not for ſeveral Years paſt, been of e 
ty to tranſact: any ſerious Buſineſs. $71 


That 85 Twelve Years laſt paſt, Mr. Bind, | 
act 
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hath been uncapable of managing any Affairs, 
being diſcompoſed in his Mind, and 
entirely governed by Mrs. Elizabeth — * 
Greenbill; that he would ſometimes ; 8 
appeared oppreſſed with melancholly, and ap- 
prehenſive of any Thing that paſſed, and would 
ask who thoſe Perſons were, who were abour 
him, altho' they were of his Family, and had 
been long known to him: And at other times 
would appear as a Perfon frentick and diſtracted, 
even when he had been temperate, and under no 
Diſorder of Drink; and would often. without 
any viſible Provocation or Occaſion, uſe many 
execrable Oaths and Curſes, &c. Threatnin 
to ſtab, or ſtrangle himfelf as he had done, had 
he not been prevented by Perſons about him; 
inſomuch that his Servants were forced to take 
away all the Knifes from the Table. That he 
hath taken up a Tankard of Drink (with Intenti- 
on to drink it off at one Draught) but not being 
able to compaſs it; he immediately ſnatcht up 
'+ a Knife, threatning to cut his own Throat, and 
let out the Wind that hindred his drinking; and 
he had certainly ſo done, had he not been pre- 


* 
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vented. 


That he would ſomstimes riſe on a ſudden 
from Company, and in a Corner of the Room, 
put himſelf upon his Knees in a praying Poſture, 
uſing odd Words and Expreſſions, which no body 
that heard him could underſtand. And having 
continued in ſuch Poſture, about a Quarter of an 
Hour, he would inſtantly return again to his 
Company, and to his uſual horrid Oaths and Im- 
precations, &. and that he ſtill lately was, and 
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ſtill continues under the ſame Incapacities, Dif. 
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That the Greenbills have often ſaid he was Fit- 
ter for Bedlam than any other Place ; that he 
would frequently ask the Deponent (whom he 
had known above Twenty Years, and was often 
with him ) who he was, that he had feen him 
attemp to ſtab himſelf; that he would often 
walk about his Houſe, mopeing, and talking to 
himſelf, wringing his Hands, &. That when 
People brought in their Bills and came for Mo> 
ney, he would be raving Mad, running for a 
Sword to kill them: And within theſe Two. 
Years, when this Deponent was waiting on him 
at his Lodgings, he having ſeveral Bonds, and 
Bills, for great Sums of Money before him; he 
on a ſudden, ſwept them all off the Table, into 
the Chimney, where they had been burnt, if 
this Deponent had not been there; who carried 
them next Morning to Sir Cieave More, who 
finding them to be of great Value, Sir Cleave 
ſent them to Mr. Edmond: immediately. 


That, for about Eighteen Years paſt, Mr. Ed- 
monds and the Deponent had ſeveral dealings on 
account of his Caſh, and that to the Deponents. 
. utmoſt Apprehenſion and Belief, that Mr. Ed- 
mind was not capable of manageing his own 
Affairs, he often Walking in his Gardens, in a 
E | Melancholly and Diſtracted Poſture; Daming 
E. > the Devil, ſaying he ſhould Live to want Bread, 
* althoꝰ at the ſame Time, he had many Thouſand 
Pounds, in the Hands of Sir Stepben Evans, and 
other Perſons ; and that he was often in very . 
Unaccountable and Outragious Humours, 
N wo threatning 
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 threatning to deſtroy himſelf, when he was 
no Ways diſguiſed in Drink, nor any Provo- 
cation given him. RO Rd) Th, 
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To the above mentioned Inſtances, many more 
might have been offer'd in Evidence to the Jury, 
but they declined to hear any more as Ulelels, 
They declaring themſelves fully ſatisfied with 
what had beenOffer'd.and aceordingly gave their 
Verdict: That Mr. Edmonds was Lunatick and 
Uncapable to Govern himſelf, or his Eſtates, 
and ſo had been about Fifteen Years. - r Oy 


But over, and beſides this poſitive Acts of Lu- 
nacy, the many other Acts of High Indiſcretion; 
whereof he hath for many Years given ſo ma- 
ny Inſtances, - will make a Complicated Lunacy, 1 
do not pretend to Argue; that every Indiſcreet 
Man, muſt be a Lanatick: But the frequency of 
ſuch Acts of Indiſcretion, and in weighty Con- 
cerns; will be an undeniable Demonſtration, 
of a vehement Tendency to Ln nm. 
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To give away to Mrs, Elizabeth Greenbill, an“ 
her Heirs for ever Twelve Hundred Pound or 
a Farm of Sixty Pound per Annum, and a Lord- 
chip, as he has done, to Mrs. Elizaberb Greenbill, 
and not know what it was, nor what it coſt him, 
(as he declared upon his Examination in Couro 
he knew not) and afterwards exclaiming at what 
he had ſo done, and crying out they would have 
all he had in the World from him, and yet to go 
on to do himſelf the like daily Miſchiefs 


To ſuffer great Quantities of Timber Trees to 
be cut down, which were the Walks, ſhelter and 
N , os 


— of his Seat: at Glen Grees, and „ 
Money to be ſquandred away by theſe Perſons: 


Yet when informed of the Fact, and What had 


been done without his Order, he; in a Lucid In- 
rerval, directed Actions at Law to be brought: 
But the Good Par/on prevailed on Mr. Edmonds to 
diſcharge the Actions, without which, be told 
Mr. Edmond, he could not give him che aa 55 
EIT rh 45 
To Execute Voluntary conveyences e of Eſtates, 
to make and unmake Wills, as Mrs. Greenbill and 
Her Accomplices, — from t time to 
time deſire. 17787 


To ſuffer himſelf to be Incloſed by the Greenballe 
and all Admiſſion to his Perſon, and my Wiſe 
when there, to be denyed me, or any other Per- 
ſon, ſave to Sir Charles Nappier and their Conſi - 
dents. Are not theſe Acts a eoltiplicaed Lunagye ; 


To theſe Inſtances, I may add the Argument 
of Hereditary Lunacy, Which Intitles him to the 
Right of the Character, which the Verdict has 
Stampt upon him, His Brother Samuel Edmonds, 
Lived and Dyed, and was always known by the 
Name of the Raving Mad Edmonds: His Elder 
Brother Simen Edmonds, was always known to be 
the Moping Mad Edmonds, and for their being Med 
and Incapacitared: The Family Eſtate was left to 
Mr. Joſepb Edmonds. before * was arrived to his 
Natural Statur: of Lunacy, which at lait is grown 
into the Perfection, of which, che World: . 
_ ſuch. Illuſtrio7s Proofs, 

But to remove al doubt, couchi ng the paſt 3 
_ nacy 
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nacy of Mr. Edmonds, and in Corroboration f 
the Verdict : I ſhall only mention this that! 
have with great difficulty made ſhift to get ſome 
Account of the Deportment of Mr. - Edmonds, 
ſince his Lordſhip was pleaſed to take off his Le- 
gal Confinement, and Recommend him to the 
Government of another tho' like) Nature; and 
I am very well aſſured and able to prove, that ; 
he ſtill continues under a like Incapacity ; and 
| hath ſince that Time. given frequent Inſtances of 

a diſorderly Mind and Frentick Behaviour. 


I now ſubmit it to the Judgment of the World, 
if on conſideration of what is here Impartially 
related; there be any Room left to doubt of Mr. 
Edmonds Lunacy, by any who believe there ever 
was, or can be, ſuch a Thing as a Lunatick in 
the World. | , e ee inte abt 


To the Legal and Prudential Motives, which 
I have above ſet forth, for my ſtirring in that 
Commiſſion; I find my ſelf obliged by way of 
further Vindication and Apology ; for ſuch a 
Proſecution againſt-a Father in Law, (which my | 
Adverſaries aggravate as an Act Unnatural, a- 4 
gainſt filial Duty, xc.) to lay open to the World, * 
the private Misfortunes of my Family, a Thing 
which I own) nothing but the Neceſſity of Self- 
defence; can excuſe a Gentleman in ; and which 
I therefore do with the utmoſt Reluctancy., 


After Marriage with my Wife, (without Bar- 
gain ar Farthing) it's well known, Mr. Edmond: 
and I were publickly Reconciled, and I had all 
the viſible Demonſtrations thereof, that I could 4.4 
defire, fave a Portion, which I never expected 
WHIT i RE, without "i 
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able to make a ſuitable Settlement. G. Our 

Viſits, Entertainments and Converſations, were 
for many Years frequent, and not only eaſy,” | 
but often with the Heights of Friendſhip, :and'* | 


my ſelf and Wife, lived wich great Comfort to- 


gether. . . : 
But Mrs Elizabeth Greenhill, and her Confede, | 

rates, taking advantage of his growing Infirmi- 

ties, ſecured his Perſon to themſelves ;, got into 

the ſole Management of his Revenues and Eſ- 

b tates, and expected to ſhare the Inheritance a- 

mong themſelves, in Excluſion of my Self and 
* r V 


Yet, this was not the worſt Part of my Caſe. 
Thoſe unworthy Inſtruments, not only irritated. 
my Father and Wife againſt me; but encourag- 
ed under her Father's Roof, the Converſations 
with Sir Charles Nappier, and were Inſtrumental, 
in.carrying on the ſame all the Town over: The 

principal Scene of their Intreagues being in Mr. 
* _ Edmondss own Houſe, during which Time, they 
__ induſtriouſly concealed my Wife from me; that 
it was not poſſible for me in many Years toge- 

ther, to diſcover where ſhe was. 


It was no pleaſant Ingredient, that to ſerve 
her vain Occaſions, ſhe ſtripe my Houſe of a great 
deal of Furniture, of very valuable Conſiderati- 
on, to furniſh One for Sir Charles Nappier: Which 
to this Day I have never heard any Thing of; 
and not content therewith, - She hath contracted 
without my Notice, or any juft Occaſion of 
Want, great Debts in many Places of the Town 3 
eo. many 
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It was by a great Accident that I came to the 
Information, that my Wife, about Three Years 
ſince, lay dangerouſly ill, at her Lodgings in 
Beaufort-Buildings in the Strand; whether I went 
_ to viſit her, and treated her with great Tender- 
neſs and Reſpect, and attended her almoſt Day 
and Night, during her whole Sickneſs: In 
which time ſhe expreſſed great Remorſe, for 
her paſt Behaviour, and the Injuries ſne had 
done me, and ſeemed earneſtly to defire a Re- 
conciliation with me, at which I was much 
pleaſed; and as an Evidence''of her Sincerity 
and Repentance, fhe ſeveral times in her Sick- 
neſs, with great Devotion received the Holy 
_** Sacrament ; ſo that as a Chriſtian, I could no 
longer entertain the leaſt Doubt of her ſincere 
F -Repentance, and future good Deportment to 
me; but to my Amazement, ſhe was no ſooner ' 
well recovered of her dangerous Sickneſs, ' but 
ſhe Eloped again, to her former wicked Conve. 
ſations from time to time, and for the better car- -. i 
rying the ſame. on, ſhelter'd herſelf with her 
lewd Company, under her. Father's Roof. 


Amongſt all their Profuſeneſs, there was no = 
Room left for one Thought or Penny. towards 
the Education of his only Grandſon, and Heir; 

who through the Extravagancy of his Mother, 
and the Preſſure of a very Unkind, but very ſafe 
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Dey That about the Monch of M ARC Hlaſt, 


required; but neither the dutiful Application of 
my ſelt, nor the Tears and Prayers of a Grand- 
Child, could move him to any Contribution, 

till very lately, and for a very ſhort Tine 


\ 


bearing that Mr. Edmonds was dangerouſly ill, at 


_ BRarkbamſted ; I, with another Gentleman, and a 
near Relation of his, went to viſit him, but we 
were denied Entrance: yet whilſt in the Town, 


we were pretty well informed how Matters went: 


And that Mrs Elizabeth Greenhill, and her Com- 


rades, - under the Aprehenſion that Mr. Edmmds 
was dying, had actually removed out of the. 
Houſe, the great Trunk, or Iron Cheſt,-where- 


in he uſed to keep his Money, c And were 


preparing to remove all the Reſt of the Effects: 


What they did with the Cheſt, and what was in 
it, when the Cheſt and Keys were ſo long out of 
the Houſe, and in their Power, before it was 


brought Home, may well be. gueſt at; and his 


Loordſhip on his pronouncing his Order on the 
Inſpection, was pleafed to declare that the 
Matter had not been thoroughly ſiſted: And 
that Mrs Elixvabeth Greenbill's own Aﬀidayit had 

ſome ſliding, and ſhufffing Words; that ſhe did 


apprehend, and believe it might never be open- 


ed untill Sir Cleave More opened it: Now the 
Cheſt being removed, tis probable ( ſaid his 
Lordſhip) they alſo might have the Rey; and 
during that time, might have Acceſs to the Mo- 
ney; and eſpecially when they were apprehen- 
ding the Force, that Was 85 to be put upon 
him, as they thought by this on. 
was the judicious Obſervation of his Lordſhip.) 
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Commiſſion. Such 


e e ,, , 
| And yet, ſo malicitious have been the Charges 
of my Adverlaries, that 2 me of tag 
the Execution of the Commiſſion,) before ma | 
ny Witneſſes, and no more Money was found.. 
than Two ſmall Bags of Silver, which mignggt 
contain about One Hundred and Fifty Pound. 
which have not anſwered the Charges of the 
Commiſſion, which his Lordſhip was pleaſed 
publickly at the hearing, to declare, I had a 
very probable and juſtifiable Cauſe to proſecute, 
and therefore the Eſtate ought to bear the Ex- 
Pence. e e [0003 0 e 
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I muſt not Omit here amongſt the generous 
Uſages which of late Years, I have receiv'd 
from that Family; to mention the frequent At- 
tempts that have been made upon my Life, &. 

(in Retaliation of having more than once ex- 
poſed my Life in Vindication of Mr. Edmonds) 
within theſe few Months, in my late Journey to 

| Lancaſhire (where my Wife then was) my Adver- 
ſaries well knew the, Time of my ſetting out, 
and the Road I was to take; the Deſign was 
formed, and I. narrowly eſcaped: However 

the Report was Currant, that I was Stab'd up- 

on the Road; and I no ſooner reach'd Lancaſhmeg: 


bur I Intercepted a Letter of Mrs. Eveling's di? 
reced tomy Wie, , WY 
| 4 5 731 5 | 0 
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Mi a 1 


And was it not high Time now for me, after 
po many Years paſſive Indulgence,” of ſo many 
Inſults on my Honour, Life and Eſtate: That 
» for the Preſervation of my Family, I ſhould: - 
78 urſue that Legal Method, which was the on- 
 - Grand Cure, for all thoſe Calamities, by Reſ- 
- - _ euing his Perſon, from an Evil Amiftry of Nur-' 
ſes, Gr. who had ſo many Years, not only the 


&* 
A 
+ 
2 
. * 
4 * 


Ciuſtody, but Government of his Perſon, Ve- 
mx and Abuſing his Name, and being the very 
Murſes of all the Scandals, Diſorders, and Ruihs 
= of: the Family. $75 SEES f 5 e eee 'Y 
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I hope the World will Pardon this Openneſs: 
8. _ of my Proceeding, and altho' this is not a Judi- 
cCial Method, which (we know) obliges a Difco- _ 
very of every Fact without Reſerve ; yer this 
my Vindication being in a Nature of 'a Legal” 
Juſtification, hath obliged me ro this Pranknels; 
And may excuſe a Man's expoſing a Womans Ho- 
nour, when it is in the abſolute Defence of his 


